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advice of his Australian or Canadian ministers,, as   CHAP.
distinguished from that of Imperial ministers.           *^~^^

Thus, in virtue of naval Acts passed by the No power
Australian and Canadian parliaments and ratified by byqr>o-
the Imperial Government, subject to certain agree- ^com-
ments, the people of those Dominions established mitting

.                                                       _           their own

their right to acquire weapons of war and to learn forces to
their use. No people, however, can acquire weapons
at their own charge, and learn to use them with
their own hands, without also admitting that the
question when they are to use or abstain from using
them is one that concerns themselves in the highest
degree. But here was a matter over which they
acquired no particle of control. The two Dominion
navies which were actually called into existence
were distinguished from each other and the British
navy by the words ' Canadian' and f Australian/
But the title of * His Majesty' applied in common
to all three, and the white ensign hoisted at the
stern of each ship proclaimed the fact that Canadians
and Australians were committed to risking their
fleets in any war declared in the name of His
Britannic Majesty. The idea that the King could
declare war on the advice of his British ministers,
and simultaneously declare peace on the advice of
Australian or Canadian ministers was confined to
men whose legal notions had obscured their common
sense and blinded them to political facts. No King
could accept such a false position for the obvious
reason that no British ministry would allow him to
do so. For no enemy would accept the position
unless it suited him to do so, and no British ministry
would accept what suited the enemy. The King
would have to choose between rejecting the advice